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Nam quis nescit primam esse historiae legem ne quid 
falsi dicere audeats deinde ne quid veri non audeats: 
ne qua suspicio gratiae sit in scribendos ne qua 
Simultatis. Haec scilicet fundamenta nota sunt 
omnibus. 

(Cicero, De Oratore II,15) 


EDITORIAL 


"From and after Midsummers Day next, all and every person and 
persons inhabiting within this realm or any other the queen's 
majesty's dominions, shall diligently and faithfully, having 
no lawful or reasonable excuse to be absent, endeavour them- 
selves to resort to their parish church or chapel accustomed... 
upon every Sunday and other days ordained or used to be kept 
as holydays and then and there to abide orderly and soberly 
during the time of common prayer...upon pain that every per- 
son so offending shall forfeit for every such offence twelve 
pence." 


Such a law would not even get a Second Reading in 1959, 
much less the Royal Assent: and even if it were passed it is 
scarcely conceivable that it would work. But four hundred 
years ago this year, in the first parliament of Queen Bliza- 
beth I held in the Spring of 1559, such a law was enacted 
(although all the spiritual peers in the House of Lords voted 
against it). In 1581 the fine was increased to the fantastic 
sum of £20 a month, and in 1586 the government was empowered 
to confiscate two-thirds of the property of such as did not 
pay the fine. 


There is a tradition in modern England of religious tolera-—- 
tion and liberty of conscience of which we are extremely 
proud. No true Englishman likes to be dictated to, especially 
in matters of conscience, and this combined attempt of the 
Elizabethan government and the newly established Church of 
England to impose a uniform type of religion on the country 
was doomed to failure in the long run. 


Nevertheless the laws remained on the Statute Book and were 
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enforced for over two hundred years: obviously therefore the 
nation was under duress, and since, then as now, it takes 
courage and fortitude to oppose the established order, the 
passive majority of the people made no vociferous objection 
when the Latin Mass, which had been said in their parish 
churches for over a thousand years, was replaced by the Eng- 
lish holy communion service of Edward VI. It has been 
asserted that, had there been universal adult suffrage, the 
Mass would have stayeds on the other hand it has also been 
asserted that the majority of Englishmen were glad to accept 
Blizabeth's settlement in religion. How are we to discover 
where the sympathies of most men lay? 


We consider that it is important to answer this questions 
important from the point of view of historical scholarship, 
important also because of the part it has played in the form- 
ation of the modern British character and temperament. We 
consider also that political and religious bias on both sides 
has been allowed to cloud the issues in the past, but that a 
calmer and more detached attitude now prevails, and the time 
has come to approach the question afresh. 


Those who opposed the Elizabethan settlement in religion 
and who refused to conform themselves to the new religion, 
were known in the legal jargon of the Elizabethan lawyers as 
"Recusants" (from the Latin recusare = to refuse): sometimes 
they were distinguished into sectary recusants (puritans and 
non-conformists) and popish or papistical recusants (Roman 
Catholics), but soon the term came to be restricted almost 
entirely to the Catholics, and nowadays that is its univer-— 
sally accepted meaning. In June 1958 a group was formed to 
study the history of recusancy in the County of Essex, that 
is of recusants in Essex and of Essex recusants who lived 
elsewhere, particularly by research into the local records of 
the County. This group calls itself the ESSEX RECUSANT 
SOCIETY, and membership is open to anyone interested in the 
subject. The aim of the SOCIETY is to collect and to copy, 
to collate and to index every single reference to recusants, 
or to recusancy, in any way connected with the Countys such 
a plan is beyond the capacity of any single individual and 
will require, possibly, years of patient work before it is 


completed. When it is, we hope that somebody will write the 
final and definitive history of recusancy.in Essexs but in 
the meantime we feel that some of the original and hitherto 
unknown material which we are collecting, even in a scrappy 
and disjointed form, may be of use and of interest to others 
working in the same field, whether of local history or of 
recusancy. 


Accordingly we hope to publish occasionally a journal in 
which we can report our progress and make accessible any part-— 
icular contributions that we consider to be immediately im- 
portant - and we present the first number of this journal - 
the ESSEX RECUSANT - on the four hundredth anniversary of the 
Act of Uniformity. We invite comments and criticism, and 
particularly corrections of fact: we shall be pleased to 
provide, as far as we are able, from our card-index, any an- 
swers on particular persons or families. We desire to place 
on record our gratitude to Mr. F.G. Emmison, F.5.A.,F.R.Hist.5., 
and his staff at the Essex Record Office in County Hall, 
Chelmsford, for their encouragement and assistance in pas 
project. Wishowt the facilities provided at the Essex Record 
Office, we should have been unable to commence our ne Pas 
much less launch a journal. 


We have to thank also Reverend Mother of the Ursuline Con— 
vent High School, Brentwood, who has provided us not only with 
a microfilm reader and a set of filing cabinets, but also 
allows us to use the School as the meeting place of our Society 
and as the central depository of our research material. 


ESSEX AND PARLIAMENT DURING THE REFORMATION 


When the King summoned a Parliament in 1529, it was the first 
for six years. A General Election returned the following 
members for the Essex seats (1): 
Knights of the Shire Thomas Bonham of Stanway Hall 
Sir Thomas Audley 


For Colchester Sir John Raynesford of Bradfield 
Richard (later Lord) Rich 
For Maldon Richard Tay 


Edward Payton 

Among these Members that were returned to the "Reformation" 
Parliament are two that became important in politics, govern— 
ment and religion, Audley and Rich. Others from Essex will - 
join them in the subsequent Parliaments between 1529 and 1603. 
None will excel them in their avarice, cruelty and time serv— 
ing in religion. They represent a new rising class which 
aimed at power and wealth. The Church, for good or evil, had 
a liberal share of both, and in the Church they saw the ful- 
filment of their aims. The Parliament which met on the 3rd 
November 1529 and sat until the 4th April 1536 included men 
of their kind from other Counties and Boroughs. In the House 
of Lords the Bishops who sat as Lords Spiritual were no great 
barrier to what was afoot. "Between 1529 and 1536 no fewer 
than thirteen Sees were vacated by death and deprivation and 
the men who filled their places were not unduly disposed to 
dispute the Royal will". (2) The frontispiece to Hughes’? 
"Reformation" Vol. I is a contemporary witness worthy of 
examination. 


I propose to record the names of Essex Members who sat in 
the Parliaments of 1529-1603 and as each new Parliament is 
elected, I aim to list the laws they passed as they affected 
Catholics. For dates of enactments I have consistently 
followed "The Statutes", Third revised edition, 1950. They 
are all briefly listed in Volume I. Full titles and texts of 
these Acts can be found in two other printed collections. (3) 


1531 «+ 2°) ,23 Henry VEIT es20. 


The Conditional restraint of Annates. 


1533 


1533 - 4 


1533.6 4 


The payment to Rome of the "first-fruits", or 
first year's payment of the profits of living, 
was conditionally restrained by this Act 
passed in the Parliamentary Session Jan.-—Mar. 
1532. On May 15th following, Convocation 
drew up the "Submission of the Clergy". L.P. 
Henry VIII. N10231. 


24 Henry VIII c.12. 
The Restraint of Appeals Act. 


The embodiment of the legal principle of the 
Reformation - in future all appeals shall go 
to the English Courts and none to Rome. 
Passed February 1533. Repealed by 1 and 2 
Philip and Mary c.8 and restored to the Stat- 
ute Book by 1 Elizabeth c.l. 


25 Henry VIII c.19. 


The Submission of the Clergy and restraint of 
appeals. 


Convocation assembled by Royal writ only - 
the Clergy shall not enact without the King's 
assent, no appeals to Rome. Repealed by 1 
and 2 Philip and Mary c.8. Re-enacted 1 
Elizabeth c.l. 


25 Henry VIII c.20. 


The Ecclesiastical Appointments Act. The 
absolute restraint of Annates, election of 
Bishops and letters missive. 


No appointments from Rome but by election at 
home. This part repealed by 1 Edward VI c.2 
who substituted the direct nomination of 
Bishops by the Crown. Repealed by 1 Philip 
and Mary ce2. Under this Act the "Valor 
Ecclesiasticus" (printed by the Records 
Commission) was drawn up. This was the new 
valuation of Parish incomes which hitherto 
had paid their "first-fruits" on a "taxation" 
of Pope Nicholas IV, 1291. 
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1534 


1534 


1535 - 6 


26 Henry VIII c.l. 
The Act of Supremacy. 


Repealed by 1 and 2 Philip and Mary c. 8, and 
restored by 1 Elizabeth c.4. 

"Albeit the King's Majesty justly and right-— 
fully is and ought to be the supreme head of 
the Church of England." 


26 Henry VIII c.3. 


First fruits of benefices tenths of all cleri- 
cal income. 


The logical outcome of the Acts of 1532 and 
1534. Repealed by 17 George V no. 5. 


26 Henry VIII c.17. 


Act forbidding Papal Dispensations and the 
payment of Peter's Pence. 


Original titles "An Acte for the exoneration 
frome exaccions payde to the See of Rome." 
Dispensations in future from Canterbury and 

not Rome but any grants from Rome may continue. 


27 Henry VIII c.28. 


Act for the dissolution of the lesser monast— 
eries. 


The original title says "An Acte whereby all 
Relygeous Houses of Monks and Chanons and 
Nonnes which may not dyspend manors ... above 
the clere yerly value of li C li are geven to 
the Kings Highnes ..." 


The returns for the General Elections of 1536, 1539 and 
1541 have not survived but the following Acts racebyed the 


Royal Assents— 
bbe be 


31 Henry VIII c.13. 


Act for the Dissolution of the Greater Mona-— 
steries. 


1539 


1540 
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1545 


The king might henceforth hold and enjoy "all 
the sites, circuits, precincts, manors, lord- 
Ships, «e. which appertained or belonged to 
the said late ... religious or ecclesiastical 
houses." Which means not only abbey and land 
but all the possessions everywhere and all 
the real estate. 


31 Henry VIII c.14. 
The Six articles Act. 


This remarkable Act confirms six things: 

1. The doctrine of transubstantiation. 

2. The validity of receiving Communion. 

3. Vows of chastity to be kept. 

4. The necessity for auricular confession. 
5. Clerical marriages to be dissolved. 

6. The execution of "Easter" duties. 


32 Henry VIII c.20. 
Suppression of Monasteries. 


Afterthoughts on the 1539 Act. Any Abbey etc 
sold three months before the Dissolution Act 
to come within its terms. All authority in 
this matter to lie with the Court of Augmen- 
tations and not the Sheriff. 


34/35 Henry VIII c.19. 


"An Acte for the payment of Pentons and 
PorCons granted out of the late Monasteries." 


Pensions to religious came out of the rents 
of the property. They must be paid even if 
the present owners have bought the property. 


37 Henry VIII c.4. 
Act for the dissolution of Colleges. 


All endowed Chantries, Hospitals, Colleges 
(not necessarily places of education), free 
chapels, fraternities, Guilds and stipendiary 
priests, lose their endowments under this Act. 


-T7T- 


On the accession of Edward VI a new Parliament was elected 


and the Essex representation was:— 
Two Knights of the Shire Sir William Petre 


Sir Thomas D'Arcy 


For Colchester John Rhyther 


John Lucas 


For Maldon Clemens Smyth 


- Henry Dower 


New legislation received its consent. 


1547 


1547 


1547 


1548 


1 Edward VI cel. 


Act against revillers and for receiving in both 
kinds. 


This extraordinary act legalises the divine 
presence “being of eternal, infallible, and 
undoubted truth" and orders the receiving of 
communion in both kinds. 


1 Edward VI c.2. 
An Act for the election of Bishops. 


",.. from henceforth, no congé d'élire be 
granted, nor any election of any archbishop or 
bishop by the dean and chapter mades but the 
King may, by his letters patent ... confer the 
same to any person whom the King shall think 
meet." 


1 Edward VI c.14. 
Act dissolving the Chantries. 


The Act of 1545 was expired hence the need for 
a new act. 


2 and 3 Edward VI c.l. 


An act of Uniformity of Service, and Adminis— 
tration of the Sacraments throughout the Realm. 


The first Act of Uniformity. "The Book of 
Common Prayer and administration of the Sacra— 
ments and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
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1548 


1548 


1548 


after the Use of the Church of England". Re- 
pealed in part by 11 and 12 George VI c.58 
and 62. 


2 and 3 Edward VI c.7. 
Religious Houses. 


This Act deals with the sale of pensions. pro- 
vided out of monastic lands. 


2 and 3 Edward VI c.19. 


An Act touching Abstinence from Flesh in Lent 
and other usual times. 


"No person or persons ... Shall ... willingly 
and wittingly eat any manner of flesh ... upon 
any Friday or Saturday or the embering days, 
or on any day in the time commonly called 
Lent." 

Intended to support the fishing industry hit, 
no doubt, by the new dispensation. 


2 and 3 Edward VI c.2l1. 
Marriage of priests. 


",.. those which could not contain, should ... 
live in holy marriage than feignedly abuse, 
with worse enormity, outward chastity or 
single life." 


The General Election of 1552 returned the following Gentle- 
men to Parliament for the County:- 
Two Knights of the Shire Francis Job 


Name missing 


For Colchester John Gale 


For Maldon 


Name missing 
Sir Walter Mildmay 
Sir Anthony Browne 


The Members for Maldon are two new arrivals. 


247 — 2 


3 and 4 Edward VI c.10. 


An act for abolishing and putting away divers 
Books and Images. 
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1551 - 2 


"All books called Antiphoners, missals, 
grailes, processionals, manuais, legends, 
pies, portuasses ... forbidden to be ever 
used. 

Any images of stone, timber, alabaster etc. 
deface and destroy ... the same images." 


5 and 6 Edward VI c.3. 


An Act for the keeping of Holydays and 
Fasting Days. 


Fixed holy days that are reduced in number 
from the old practice. 


5 and 6 Edward VI c.l. 


An Act for the Uniformity of Service and 
Administration of Sacraments throughout the 
Realm. 


Confirming. Book of Common Prayer and enact-— 
ing six months imprisonment for any hearing 
any other service than Book of Common Prayer. 
Second offence, one years third, life im- 
prisonment. Second Act of Uniformity. 


5 and 6 Edward VI c.13. 
An Act for the Declaration of Monasteries. 


Concerns persons once religious and formally 
professed. Repealed 26 and 27 Victoria 
Gols 


Edward died on the 6th July 1553 in the sixteenth year of 
his age and the seventh of his reign. He was succeeded by 
his sister Mary then aged thirty seven. The following year, 
the new Parliament, the first of Queen Mary's reign, included 

Two Knights of the Shire Robert (later Sir) Rochester 


Sir William Petre 


For Colchester John Lucas 
John Best 

For Maldon Sir Anthony Brown 
John Raymon 
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One of these, Sir Robert Rochester, shows a decided change. 
He was a Catholic and attached to the Queen's household of 
which he became Controller. 


Four Elections were held in Queen Mary's reign. April and 
November 1554 were the first two; after her marriage to Philip 
the following year another Parliament was elected and the 
last of her reign was on the 2nd January 1557. Petre and 
Rochester sat throughout except in the last election when Sir 
Edward Waldegrave succeeded Rochester who died in the same 
year. Mary's legislation (for our purpose) is limited to two 
large repeal measures:- 


1553 1 Mary c.2. 
Act of repeal. 


The first Act of Repeal abolishing nine Acts of Edward VI 
and restoring the status quo of 1547. The second Act, after 
her marriage to Philip, restored the status quo of 1529. 


1554 -5 1 and 2 Philip and Mary c.8. 


An Act repealing all articles and provisions 
made against the See Apostolic of Rome since 
the twentieth year of King Henry VIII, and 
for the establishment of all Spiritual and 
Ecclesiastical Possessions and Hereditaments 
conveyed to the laity. Repealed 26 and 27 
Victoria c.125. 


Bligabeth's accession in November 1558 was followed by the 
usual General Election. The Members elected weres— 
Knights of the Shire Sir William Petre 
Sir Anthony Cook 


For Colchester Sir Francis Jobson 
William Cardynall 
For Maldon -: Sir Humfrey Radcliff 


Name Missing 


Elizabethan law making ME eS with a roll of drums $ the Act 
of Supremacy. 


1558 - 9 1 Elizabeth c.l. 
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1558 - 9 


Act of Supremacy. 


An Acte restoring to the Crowne Jurisdiction 
over the state Ecclesiastical and Spiritual. 
Elizabeth's first act, restoring ten acts of 
Henry VIII and one of Edward VI and repealing 
Mary's statute. 


1 Elizabeth c.2. 
Act of Uniformity. 


"An Acte for the Uniformitie of Common 
Prayerre and Dyvyne Service in the Churche." 
All persons shall duly resort to Church on 
pain of spiritual censure and 1/- to the 
poor. The beginning of penalties. 


Parliament went to the Country again in 1562. Cook and 
Petre still remained the Knights of the Shire. Three fresh 


Acts were passeds 


1566 
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8 Elizabeth c.l. 


An Act, declaring the making and consecrating 
of the Archbishops and Bishops of this 
realm, to be good, lawful, and perfect. 


13 Elizabeth c.2. 
An Act for the bringing in, and putting in 
execution, of Bulls, Writings, or Instruments, 


and other superstitious things from the See 
of Rome. 


High treason and death for bringing in Bulls 
etce 


13 Elizabeth c.12. 
The Subscription (Thirty nine articles) Act. 


"And no person shall be admitted to any 
benefice with cure ... shall have first 
subscribed the said articles in the presence 
of the Ordinary." 


Se HL te 


Ten years’ life and this Parliament expired and in 1572 an 
Election provided a complete change of representation. 
Knights of the Shire Sir Thomas Smith 


Sir Thomas Barryngton 


For Colchester Robert Christmas 


For Maldon 


Henry Golding 
Thomas Gent 
Vincent Harris 


Sir Thomas Smith left a memorial to himself at Stapleford 
Tawneys, "Hill Hall". Thomas Gent became a judgé and was 
bidiehted. One Act against the faith became law, It was the 
cruellest of the persecution. 


1580 -1 


23 Elizabeth c.l. 


An Act to retain the Queen's Majestys subjects 
in their due obedience. 


The Act that made Catholics "Recusants",. Fines 
of £20 a month for saying or hearing Mass. 
The provisions of the Act were strengthened. 


in 1586/7. Repealed by 7 and 8 Victoria c. TOA 


The Election of 1584 brought mainly fresh Essex names to 
Parliament. Sir Thomas Heneage and Sir John Petre (Sir William 
died in 1572) were the two Knights. 


1584 - 5 


27 Blizabeth c.2. 


An Act against Jesuits, Seminary Priests and 
other such like disobedient persons. 


Leave county within forty days. Cruelty of 
high treason. Anyone sheltering them is a 
felon without Benet of clergy " and suffer 
death". 


In 1586 a newly elected Parliament asiombled with little 
change among the six Essex members. It was dissolved the same 
year after reinforcing the "Obedience" Act. 


1586 - 7 


29 Elizabeth c.6. 


An Act for the more speedy execution of the 
statute (23 Eliz.) entitled An Act to retain 
Queens Majesty" Ss subjects in their due obed- 


ience. 


£20 a month fine since the conviction. 
Goods to be seized, lands to be taken and 
the rents used to pay fines. Owner allowed 
one third of rents for himself. 


Two years later the electors again chose representatives 
with some changes in the County. Sir Thomas Heneage retained 
his seat and Sir Thomas Mildmay's son Thomas succeeded his 
father at Maldon. This Parliament passed no legislation 
touching our present subject but its successor of 1593 
enacted two new measures, 


1592 - 3 35 Elizabeth c.l. 


An Act to retain the Queen's Majesty's sub- 
jects in due obedience. 


Really against the Puritans. Prison for not 
attending church. Confiscation and banish- 
ment after three months. 


1592 - 3 35 Elizabeth c.2. 


An Act for the restraining of Popish Recu- 
sants to some certain places of abode. 


Recusants to live in their own homes or with 
their parents and not to go more than five 
miles away. On pain of losing chattels and 
lands. 


Before the end of the reign two more Parliaments were chosen, 
in 1597/8 and in 1601. No further legislation was passed 
against the Church. 


Elizabeth died in 1603 and from this point I shall cease to 
give details of the Stuart and Georgian parliaments. During 
the whole of the Stuart period and the Interregnum legislation 
against Catholics was less frequent although the first Parl- 
iament of James I showed that there was no lessening of the 
pursuit of recusants. 


( To be Continued) 


JOHN G. O'LEARY, F.S.A., FeLeA. 
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THE BINKS BROTHERS OF FINCHINGFIELD, PALHORS 6! 157 Ts 


At the General Sessions held at Chelmsford commencing on 
Thursday after the feast of St. Michael, October 3, 1577 (19 
Bliz.) the following presentment was made for the Duchy of 
Lancaster and the Hundred of Hinckfords- 


That George Bynkes and William Bynkes are singlemen and keep 
a shop and occupy the science of a tailor, being under the age 
of 30 years. That George Bynkes and William Bynkes "are 
papystes and enymes to the Gospell", (ERO-Q/SR 64/16) 


The charge is supported by various entries that appear else-— 
where in the same Rolls-— 


léth August 19 Elizabeth, 1577 

John Browne of Finchingfield, tailor, and William Stock 
of Little Bardfield, yeoman, for the.said John and Emery his. 
wife, to keep the peace towards George Bynkes of Finching- 
field, tailor, and of William Bynkes, tailor, and John Loker, 
linen-draper, both of the same, for the said George to keep 
the peace towards the said John Browne; and of the said George 
and Richard Spencer of the same, tilemaker, for the said 
William Bynkes to keep the peace likewise. (BRO-Q/SR 64/37-40) 


19th August 19 Elizabeth, 1577 
The names of such men as at several times and places 
have heard George Binkes and William Binkes of Finchinfield, 
tailors, speak against the religion now useds- 


Thomas Whitehande, Thomas Cocket 


Pow 5 
Alexander Harrington, William Cooke + of Wethersfield 


Thomas Prat, William Cooke, Raffe Bird : ‘i = ces 45 
Robert Jollye, Robert Waite, Olive Browne)°? Pynchfield 


Q/sR 64/44 ‘The xxv°" day of Septemb™ Anno Dai 1577 


Memorandum that the daye and yere above sayd William Cooke of 
fynchfeild husbandman being examined what Speches touchinge 
Religion he had at any time hard eyther George Binkes or 
William Binkes of finchfeild taylors utter Sayth that on_a : 
time as y sayd William Binkes was at his howse and reasoing | 
very ernestly with one Thomas Cocket then servant of y sayd 


-15- 
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William Cooke about matters of religion he hard y° sayd William 
Binkes say that after y breade and wine was by y prieste 
consecrated it was the very bodye fleshe and blood of Christ. 
Whye, seyd the seyd Cooke, then we are wronge taught. Marye, 
soe yow are, quoth he, and y I will prove by good authors for 
y true religion is at Roome. 

Henrye Medeley 


Raffe Bird/ sayth ye amongst oother, talke x passed betweene 
William Binkes and William Cooke w ” he nowe doth not well 
remember he hard y seyd William Binkes Say he was sure y 
true and right religion was and still is at roome even as hit 
was left there by Seint Peeter. But what,manner of Religion 
we have here in England I knowe not for y preachers now doe 
preach there owne Inventions and phantasies and therfore I 
will not beleve any of them. 


Henrye Medeley 


Olive Browne Wiffe of William Browne of fynchfeild husbandman 
sayeth y whereas heretofore her husband was wont to goe to 
sermons & to suffer her to goe, nowe thorow y perswagions of 
George Binkes and William Binkes by certeyn bookes w they 
have reade unto him he will neyther goe himSelfe neyther yet 
suffer her to goe to her greate greife. 


Henrye Medeley 


Q/SR 64/45 ‘The sayinge of Thomas Whytehand 


George Binks sayde unto the seyd Thomas Whyte hand that God 
made but one commandment & that was that we sholde love o 
neyghboure as our selves/ secondarely that the masse ys good 
& confiteor ys good & that he wyll beleve as long as he 
lyveth. 

Item that the Images are good & ought to stande in the churche 
to put men in remembrance that suche saynts there were & that 
the crosses in the churche & in the hyghe wayes ought to 
stande to put men in remembrance that chryst dyed upon the 
crosse and desyreth & wolde be called by the name of a 


te 
papys By me Thomas Whythand 


Sister Mary Catherine OSU 
Ursuline Convent, Brentwood. 
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THE HALE FAMILY OF WALTHAMSTOW 
LLL LLL LL CL CC OC Le eee 
An interesting case which has recently come to light concern- 
ed the Hale family of Walthamstow, in whose house was found 
in 1594 the following “wrytten ballad or Ryme". 


"Weepe, weepe, and still I weepe, 
For who can chuse but weepe, 
To thyncke how England styll 
In synne and heresye doth sleepe, 


The Christian faythe and Catholick 
Is everywhere detested, 

The holy servyce and suchlike 

Of all degrees neglected. 


The Sacramentes are taken awaye 
And holy order all, 

Religious men do begg astraye, 
To ground their howses fall. 


The Byshoppes and our pastors gone, 
Our Abbottes all be deade, 

Deade (alas) alyve not one, 

Nor other in their steade. 


The Churches gaye defaced be 
Our altars are thrown downe, 
The walls left bare, a greefe to see, 
That once cost many a Crowne. 


The monumentes and lefe of Sayntes 
Are brent and torn by vyolence, 
Some shedd the holye sacramentes, 
O Christe thy wondrous pacyence,. 


The memorye of Christe his death 

Is rooting out apace, 

The Joyes above the paynes beneathe 
In few mens hartes have place. 


In steed of theis cometh tumblinge 
A gosbell full of heresies, 

Syved goates their lyfe of synne, 
Their mowth of blaphemie. 
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Nexte farewell virgynitie, 

Let Venus have a place, 

Come Bacchus banishe modestie, 
Say Epicurus grace. 


For Sacramentes a loaf of breed, 
Good baker make it fyne, 

And tapster with the drunken heade, 
Take heed we want no wyne. 


Now favour hyndreth equytie, 

And ryches rule the roste, 

In vaine the poore crye Cheritie, 
God healpe you saye the moste. 


1. Essex Assize File, 35/36/Trinity, membrane 34(in P.R.Q) 
The original spelling has been kept but for clarity the 
verses have been set out in the modern way. 


Now pryde doth sytt the fashion, 
And flatterye can thryve, 

Now truth doth mysse the cusshion, 
One foxe can cozen fyve. 


O tyme of tymes that ever hath bene, 
The wickedest I feare, 

For less good fruites no age hath seen, 
Nor more synnes I dare sware. 


O England once that wert alofte, 
In favour high with God, 

Now hast thou need a Jonas 

Oft to warn the of his rodd. 


Thy victoryes, thy force in feilde, 

Thy tryumphes in arraye, 

When cross was badge, when vertue sheild, 
When godlye men did praye. 


Now poor and naked scant thy selfe 
Defendest from thy foes, 

For all thy trust is worldly pelfe, 
Awaye thy glorye goes. 
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But troest thou styll to scape thus cleer, 
And daunce within a nett, 

Naye God will make the buy this deer, 

Thy synnes and heaven have mett. 


God of his mercye braunt the grace 
Thy synnes for to deplore, 

That none hereafter have my place 
In waylinge the so sore, 


Weepe, weepe and let us weepe, 

And nothing else but weepe, 

To washe awaye thy synnes so deepe, 
For ever thou must weepe. 


Finis The vergins chaste are shutt in Jayles, 
To seas go modest dames, 
And some are hoysed with the sayles. 
Of Venus fylthie games." 


Thomas Hales, jr, was brought to the Assizes on August 8, 
1594, for this "libel devised in the presence and hearing of 
divers loyal subjects of the Queen." He pleaded not guilty. 
The verdict was as follows: "We Fynd that Thomas Hale of 
Walthamsto in the County of Essex gent did Bight yeares past 
or ther aboughte Coppie a slaunderous and Seditious Lybill 
mensioned in the Record. But we fynd that the foresaid 
Thomas did neither devise the same Libell nor publishe it 
maliciouslye and that the libell was found by Edward Godfre 
in the howse that was sometyme the fathers of the said Thomas 
Hale on the 1X daye of Feberay last past. And we fynd that 
the foresaid Thomas Hale was examenid before Robert Roth 
Esquier, one of her Majesties Justisses in the said countye of 
Essex on March lst last past aboughte the Coppying of the 
foresaid libill (several illegible words) yf this be felony 
then we fynd him guilty therof...yf it be not felony then we 
fynd him not giltie and that he did not flie for the same". 


1. Essex Assize File 35/36/Trinity, membrane 32 (in P.R.0.) 


Who were the Hales of Walthamstow? This was a family that 
had resided in this parish at least from the early part of 5 
the fifteenth century as appears from a will proven in 1433. 
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The surname Hale is thought to have been derived from the 
locality in which the family settled (later known as Hale 
End) and indeed sgmetimes in earlier days the family name is 
given as De Hale. The place of their residence was Hale End 
House. The family had always been tenants of the Heigham 
Bemstead Manor and possessed among their holdings of this 
Manor the important mansion of "Moons" which they took over 
from the well-known Monoux family. This house had been lic-— 
ensed by Cranmer to have a chapel and resident chaplain, but 
whether the Hale family availed itself of this privilege is 
not known. : 


It will help to follow the fortunes of this family during 
Reformation times to bear in mind the following descent of 
one generations 


Thomas Hale, sr. Ann Porter (of Grantham) 
(4.1591) ni (4.1588) 


William Thos,jr. Richard Augustine Bridget ,Blizabeth, 
(1st son) (2nd son) (3rd son) (4th son) Kathrie,Jane 
(d.1592) (Aaughtors) 


Thos 1 
(heir at 1— yrs) 
(d.1645) 


There exist many presentments for recusancy of Thos Hale sr 
and his wife Ann Hale, especially in County Records. The 
history of their trials begins in 1566 when we read that they 
lost "by fine" the manor of "Giles" in Epping. Next, we 
find Thos Hale sr and his wife presented at the Quarter 
Sessions by the churchwardens of Walthamstow in the following 
terms: "We present Thomas Halles of Walthamstowe and his 
wiffe for not cominge to churche at no tyme yor hath receyved 
the Commuen not this yeare nor long before."" That was in 
November, 1573. To have been presented so soon was a dis-— 
tinction as no recusant had up to then been presented at the 
Essex Quarter Sessions. After some while they began to be 
presented with some regularity. In 1582 we have the following 
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citation: "... he hath not come to the pishe churche of a long 
tyme paste neyther yet orderlye receyveth the Hollye Communyone 
in anye place y wee sembly’ of and he anserethe y he will not 
come for consyence sake." 


In 1584 Thos Hale sr was in trouble because a letter from 
the Low Countries addressed to "M Hale or D Fortescue" from 
a Catholic exile asking urgently for help was se eerie pass and 
sent to the Privy Council. 


1. Wills at Chelmsford, v.1, p.192. 

2. Walthamstow Antiqua Antiquarian Soc.Trans. v.6, pp 13 to “Tet. 
3. Cf Morant, Hist. of Essex, v.l, p.50. 

4. Q/SR 57/47 (in E.R.0.) 

5. Ibid. 81/22 (in B.R.06. } 

6. S-P.12, Dom Elizabeth, cxxii, n.47 


A year later there is a letter from Thomas Hale sr to the 
Privy Council, which had sent to him as to others a demand 
for further exactions in which he states that he is unable to 
comply with this further demand since he has not "in,coin 
five shillings nor in plate to the value of 4 marks" 


It would be tedious to continue to cite the many presentments 
of Thos Hale sr that occur in the late 1580s especially as 
they follow the same pattern "It. we onte M Halles of Walthm 
Stoe T9T os that he hath not come to his churche accordinge to 
hir Ma Lawes". 


In 1588, Ann Hale died. There is a brass in Walthamstow 
parish church to her which also has the figure of her husband 
upon ite The inscription on it, in spite of the times, ends 
with a typical Catholic formula asking the alms of a prayers 
"Vos Orate Pii Lectores Quilibet Ergo/Dicat Quisque Pius 
Propitiatur Deus." The inscription states that Thomas and 
Ann Hale had four sons and four daughters and we know some- 
thing of them all because they also were recusants who con- 
tinued to be presented. It was about the time of the death 
of the mother that we begin to find the children presented as 
in the following cases: "...neyther he himself neyther anye 3 
his sonnes and dowghters doe gome to the churche at ange tyme!~" 
"Thos Hale elder and younger", William and Augustine,~ and 
sometimes singly sometimes together the rest of the children 
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begin to be cited to the Quarter Sessions from 1589 onwards. 
A series of presentments in the Assize Rolls cites all the 
children viz. Richard, William, Thos and Augustine, sons, and 
Elizabeth, Jane, Katherine and Bridget, daughters. 


Before his death in 1590, the elder Thos Hale had the sorrow 
of having his son Thos Hale jr imprisoned for a number of 
years and then subsequently placed in custody. For in 1588 a 
letter was sent by the Privy Council to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to the following effects "Foreasmuch as Thomas 
Hale (jr), of the co of Essex gent, made his humble protestcion 
and. submission unto their Lordships declaring his duetiful 
allegiance and good affection he beareth to the present state 
-ee-and hath besoughte their Lordships in respecte of his long 
sickness and the great charge which he sustaineth by his con— 
tinuance in the custodye of William Rowe of the said county 
esquire... being himself but a younger brother...without any 
living at all etc", their Lordships have agreed to permit him 
to have bail provided that “he is forthcoming at all tymes 
within ten daies waseiage given him or lefte at his fathers 
house at Walthamstowe." 


One of the last references that can be given of Thos Hales 
sr before his death is of 1590 when he is shown together with 
his children to have been pressed for payments ofgfines. The 
following is an excerpt from a list of payments:- 

Thomas Hale of Walthmstow gent £140 Quit 

Richard Hale of the same yeoman £140 Quit 

Augustine Hale of the same £140 

William Hale of the same ditto £140 

Elizabeth Hale of the same 

spinster £140 
Katherine Hale of the same 

spinster £140 
Jane Hale of the same spinster £140 
Thomas Hale junior yeoman £140 


There is no doubt that Thomas Hale sr actually paid this 
money for his payments have been traced into the Exchequer’, 
The fact is also confirmed by his having to compound for his 
holdings in Heigham Manor to the Lord of which in 1587 he had 
at least temporarily to surrender all his lands as a security 


— 


for owing £210.19 
1. S.P.Dom.Eliz. clxxxiii, n.74 (in P.R.O.) 
2. Q/SR 107/51 (in E.R.0.) 
3. Ibid. 112/42 (in E.R.0.) 
4. Q/SR 109/59 (in E.R.0.) 
5. Q/SR 121/36-7 (in E.R.O. ) pis : 
6. Essex Assize Files 35/30/1,44 also 35/32/T,61 and 63 
(in P.R.O.) 
7s. Acts of Pri Council, ve 17, p. 30 
8. Schedule of the Pipe Roll, 32 Eliz. in P.R.0.; filed 
erroneously B/377/57 : 
9. Cf Article in The Month, August, 1958, by Rev.M.O'Dwyer, 
B.A. 
10. Cf Baron Court Roll, Heigham Bempstead Manor, filed in 
Walthamstow Museum D/MH 1, membrane 90. 


Thomas Hale sr died in 1591. Before his death, according 
to the same Court Roll he devised to his children certain of 
his holdings. He also made a will making provision for them. 
His property was by now much diminished and he appears to 
have died owing to the Queen in fines £100 and at the time of 
his death to have had his propepty of Hale End handed over to 
another until the debt was paid Whatever the position, it 
would appear that his will was set aside. For, as was usual. 
in such cases of debt or of a person's dying intestate, the 
youngest son, Augustine, inherited as heir. This fact has 
afforded an interesting detail. Augustine, on account of his 
refusal to conform, forfeited the whole of this estate as 
appears from the following trameiation on a roll to be found 
again in the Walthamstow Museum:-— 


"The Inquest of Office there states...that Augustine 
Hale Gentleman a customary tenant of this Manor being 
of the age of sixteen years and upwards born within 
the kingdom and dominions of the Lady now Queen and 
being a Popish Recusant (Papisticus Recusator)... 
being convicted of not repairing to some church chapel 
or usual place of common prayer to hear divine service 
there but refusing so to do contrary to the tenor of 
the laws and statutes in that half made and provided 
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and dwelling and inhabiting in Walthamstow in the 
said co of Essex at the time of his conviction 
afterwards, that is to say on the sixth day of 
October in the thirty fifth year of the reign of 
the said Lady the now Queen withdrew from Waltham— 
stow into Ireland above five miles with out license 
contrary to the form of statute aforesaid thereupon 
made and provided, whereby the same Augustine has 
forfeited to the Lord of this Manor his customary 
lands and tenements holden of this manor..." 
(Endorsed "for Recusance") 


On the flight of Augustine into Ireland the property was 
not lost to the Hale family. After a little while it passed 
to the next youngest son, Richard. This son died in 1592 and 
the inheritance then passed to his son Thomas who was only a 
little over a year old at the time. This Thomas lived until 
1645 and it is possible that he conformed to the new religion 
Since his name is not subsequently found with those of his 
uncles in the various Recusant Rolls. Even of these last, 
little can be told. Thomas Hale (2) together with another of 
the family, Edward Hale, is found in a list of prisoners in 
the Bridewell prison in 1594 among a number of "Recusants 
dangerous havingpey thor, ben beyond sea or harberers of Jesuits 
Seminaries etc."“ Augustine and William, and another Richard, 
Hale, are found at least until 1629 in various Recusant Rolls. 


REV. B. FOLEY. 


1. Prer. Court of Cant., 91 Sainberbe (Somerset House) 

2.. Inquisitio post mortem, 34 Bliz.,June 7 (1592), 

~ 0/142/233/10. (in_P.R, 0.) 

3. For this information and for assistance of other kinds 
I have to thank the Curator of the Walthamstow Museum. 

4. Heigham Bempstead Manor Baron Ct Roll, membrane 124, 
dated 11 April, 36 Eliz. 

5. Westminster Archives, v.5, paper 2. - 

6. Cf B/377, 163; also B/377, 24 and B/377,38 and 
elsewhere (P.R.0. ) 
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ESTREATS OF FINES 
IMPOSED AT CHELMSFORD QUARTER SESSIONS 1641-1642 
(E.R.0. Q/SPe) 1/4-8 


The estreats of fines levied on Essex Recusants in a series of 
six successive Quarter Sessions, held at Chelmsford from 
January 1641 to April 1642, present just the type of piecemeal 
evidence which it is necessary to explore in order to build 
up @ picture of the history of Catholicism in the County from 
the days of Elizabeth until the Relief Act 1778. 


These particular returns would seem to have been the outcome 
of a Parliamentary enquiry into Recusancy made on the eve of 
the Civil War (cf. Q/SBa 5). One hundred and seventy seven 
names are listed in all, the greater number by far being in- 
dicted before the court on May 4 1641 when 137. people were 
listed for non-attendance at their parish church. The other 
returns show 10 convictions on January 12 1641, 3 on July 13 
1641, 6 on October 5 1641, 4 on January 11 1642, and 17 on 
April 19 1642. It is not of course clear from these lists 
alone whether these Recusants failed to conform to the Ang- 
lican observance for some reason other than Catholicism. 
Information from other sources however, leaves little doubt | 
that the majority, and quite possibly all, were in fact, 
Papists. Each of those presented was fined £60, irrespective 
of rank or sex, -— 2 phenomenal sum for a baker or a labourer, 
particularly where husband and wife are sentenced together, | 
and with other members of the family. The only exceptions to 
this amount are to be found at the Epiphany Sessions 1641, | 
when four residents from Great Hallingbury are fined only £40, | 
and two from Moulsham are indicted for £120, their alleged 
recusancy covering a period of two months and six months res-— 
pectively, instead of the usual three. (cf.23 Eliz. cap.l). 
To what extent however, any of these fines were ever actually | 
paid is a matter which still requires investigation (cf. Fr. | 
M.O'Dwyer, The Month, May 1958). | 


The form of all six returns is obviously identical, each 
stating first the date and composition of the court — the names ! 
of Wiseman, Mildmay and Gardiner being found both among the 
Justices and among the accused. For the first defendant in | 
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each group the offence is given in full - non-attendance at 
the parish church or any other recognised place of worship 
for a period of three months, the accused being over 16 years 
of age. Parish or place of residence together with social 
status are also supplied. The other offenders, following on 
the first, are listed briefly, with the record of their con- 
viction 'for the same offence’. 


These names are drawn from all over the county, from hun- 
dreds as widely scattered as Hincford in the extreme north, 
Tendring on the east coast, Harlow to the west and Chafford 
in the south. Particular concentrations are to be found how- 
ever, in the area between Brentwood and Chelmsford, Hutton 
for instance, claiming 18 representatives. The only name 
which would seem to occur twice is that of Thomas Stanes or 
Staynes, a cordwainer of Moulsham, cited both at the Epiphany 
Sessions of 1641 and the Baster Sessions of 1642, Edward 
Ateslowe of Downham, Armiger, may also possibly have been 
presented twice but the entry for May 4 1641 is scored out in 
the Ms. being recorded again on January 11 1642. Of those 
here sentenced, women outnumber the men by 96 to 81, -—a 
characteristic also to be noted in the Recusant Roll of 1592- 
3, which deals with the problem on a national scale. (cf. 
Recusants Exchequer Roll 1592-3, CRS 18 (1916): xvi). And 
among the Essex Recusants of the 1641-2 period there appear 
37 spinsters, 14 widows, a gentlewoman, a husbandman's wife, 
33 yeomen's wives and 10 wives of the gentry, including three 
titled ladies, Lady Acton, Lady Huddlestone and Lady Morley. 
The largest class among the men is that of the yeomen who 
number 46, then, 21 gentry, and of the rest, 4 labourers, 3 
cordwainers, 2 chapmen, a husbandman, a tailor, a baker and 
one whose status is not given. 


These lists of names, compiled at the Chelmsford Quarter 
Sessions, are also to be found in a schedule of the Pipe Roll, 
(EB. 377/57. ) a somewhat unusual document in that except for 
one entry only, it appears to concentrate exclusively on Re- 
cusants in Essex. It covers a period of more than 60 years, 
from 1582-1645, (23 Eliz. to 21 Car.1) and although its pur- 
pose is not altogether clear, it may well represent less an 
effort to collect the fines due, than a writing off of bad 
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debts as beyond hope of recovery. 
here concerned, all of the convictions are reproduced identi- 
cally, with the exception of the list for May 4 1641, where 

the schedule omits the names of two of the gentry, and notes 
that four others have been discharged, though this may possibly 
have been for some reason other than actual payment of the 
money. (cf. Some notes on the Recusant Rolls in the Exchequer 
by Fr. H. Bowler 0.S.B., Recusant Studies 4 (1958) p.182-188). 
The schedule further inserts an additional name, that of 
Elizabeth Underwood, a yeoman's wife, who is not to be found 

in the Quarter Sessions list where only her husband appears. 
Moreover, between the lists of May 4 and July 13 1641 the 
schedule also records 15 convictions at Chelmsford on August 

17 1641, - for twelve their second encounter with the magis-— 
trates within the same year. 


Of the six Quarter Sessions 


The lists given below however, contain in alphabetical order, 
the names only of those recorded in the estreats of Fines of 
the Quarter Sessions courts from January 1641 to April 1642. 


NAME 
Acton Lady 


Adams Mary 
Adams Thomas 


Alexander Thomas 


Ateslowe Edward 
Baker Henry 
Baldwine Henry 
(alias Dewse) 
Banckes George 
Banes William 
Barkett Joan 


Barney Elizabeth 


Barney John 
Barton Anne 
Barton Thomas 


Battesford Thomas 
Bealinge William 


Bentley Clement 
Bentley George 


PLACE 
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Wimbish 


White Notley 
White Notley 
Stanford Rivers 
Downham 
Kelvedon 
Newport 


Quendon 
Quendon 

Hutton 

St. Osyth 

St. Osyth 
Little Sampford 
Little Sampford 
Chelmsford 
West Horndon 
Downham 


West Hanningfield 
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wife of Stephen John 
Wiseman gent. 
wife of Thomas gent 
gentleman 
labourer 
armiger 
yeoman 
? 


yeoman 
yeoman 

spinster 

wife of John yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of Thomas yeoman 
yeoman 

tailor 

yeoman 

spinster 

yeoman 


NAME 


Bishopp Alice 
Bishopp Henry 
Boatman Elizabeth 
Camper Thomas 
Carter Catherine 
Carter Thomas 
Catchpoole Robert 
Chamberlaine Anne 
Chaundler Alice 
Chaundler Stephen 
Clarance Frances 
Ciarke Anne 
Clarke Jane 
Cockerell Samuel 
Coffine Katherine 
Coffine Martha 
Coffine Thomas 
Cornish Joan 
Curtoyse Martha 
Daniell Dorothy 
Daniel Frances 
Daniel Nicholas 
Davison Judith 
Dennys Thomas 
Denton Mary 
Dowsett Jane 
Drury Edward 
Edwards Anne 
Bllis William 
Feild Rebecca 
Feild William 
Fryer Anne 

Fuller Reginald 
Gardiner Henry 
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Hutton 

Hutton 

Hutton 

Great Warley 
Great Hallingbury 
Great Hallingbury 
Little Sampford 
Kelvedon 
Quendon 

Quendon 

Walden 

Stebbing 
Stebbing 
Fordham 

West Horndon 
west Horndon 
West Horndon 
Thundersley 
West Horndon 
Stanford Rivers 
Bulmer 

Bulmer 

East Horndon 
Great Dunmow 
Hutton 

Hutton 

Rainham 
Toppesfield 
East Horndon 
Stebbing 
Stebbing 
Stanford Rivers 
Quendon 

Quendon 


Garrard Lady Dorothy Shenfield 


Garrett Dorothy 
Garrett Thomas 
Gearman Mary 
Godfrey Anne 


Little Sampford 
Little Sampford 
Great Dunmow 

West Hanningfield 
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wife of Henry yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of Samuel yeoman 
labourer 

wife of Thomas yeoman 
yeoman 

yeoman 

spinster 

wife of Stephen yeoman 
yeoman 

spinster 

wife of Jeremy gent 
spinster 

gentleman 

spinster 

spinster 

gentleman 

wife of Robert yeoman 
spinster 

spinster 

spinster 

gentleman 

spinster 

yeoman 

spinster 

wife of William yeoman 
armiger 

wife of John yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of William yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of Andrew gent 
yeoman 

yeoman 

widow | 

wife of Thomas yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of John yeoman 
spinster 


NAME 


Greene Edward 
Greene Joan 
Greene John 

Hall Galfrid 

Hall Margaret 
Hamond Joan 
Harris John 
Harrison Jonas 
Harton William 
Harwell Thomas 
Hayward Anne 
Hayward John 
Holland Henry 
‘Hopthrowe Mary 
Hopthrowe Mary 
Hopthrowe Roger 
Hopthrowe Susanna 
Hopthrowe Thomas 
Hopthrowe William 
Huddlestone Lady 
Ingram Joan 
Ingram Nicholas 
Jenings Anthony 
Jenings Elizabeth 
Jenings Elizabeth 
Jenings Elizabeth 
Jenings Joan 
Jenings Mary 
Killingworth Alice 
Lentrape Edward 
Man John 

Man Mary 

Manack Elizabeth 
Manack Thomas 
Manock Anne 
Marlowe Jane 
Marstan Martha 
Maynard Dorothy 
Mildmay Bridget 
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Quendon 

Walden 

East Horndon 
Chingford 
Stanford Rivers 
East Horndon 
Chelmsford 

St. Osyth 
Liston 
Kelvedon 

White Notley 
White Notley 
Hutton 

South Ockendon 
South Ockendon 
South Ockendon 
South Ockendon 
South Ockendon 
South Ockendon 
Walden 
Downham 
Downham 

Great Dunmow 
Great Dunmow 
Great Dunmow 
Great Dunmow 
Great Dunmow 
Great Dunmow 
Stebbing 
Faulkborne 
Little Sampford 


Little Sampford . 


St. Osyth 
St. Osyth 
Audley 
Wickford 
Writtle 
Great Dunmow 
Great Haddow 
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ycoman 
wife of Edward yeoman 
yeoman 

yeoman 

spinster 

spinster 

baker 

yeoman 

husbandman 

yeoman 

wife of John yeoman 
yeoman 

yeoman 

wife of Thomas yeoman 
wife of Roger yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of William yeoman 
yeoman : 
yeoman 

wife of Robert gent 
wife of Nicholas yeoman 
yeoman 

gentleman 

widow 

wife of Anthony gent 
spinster 

spinster 

spinster 

wife of John yeoman 
gentleman 

yeoman 

wife of John yeoman 
wife of Thomas yeoman 
yeoman 

spinster 

widow 

gentlewoman 

wife of John gent 
wife of Walter armiger 
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NAME 


Moncke Nicholas 


Morley Lady Elizabeth 


Nash Margaret 
Nutbrowne Elizabeth 
Pascell Francis 
Peter John 

Pigmore Joan 

Platt Joan 

Flatt Thomas 

Pullen Joan 

Rawlins Sarah 
Rogers Elizabeth 
Roper Richard 
Rushbrooke Benedict 
Rushbrooke Margaret 


Sandford Richard 
Saunders Jane 
Savage EKlizabeth 
Shelford Margaret 
Shipton Margaret 
Smyth Mary 


Sorrell Margaret 
Sorrell Rose 


Southcoate Fdward 
southcoate John 
Southcoate Katherine 
Spender Thomas 
Springe Joan 
Springe Rachael 
Stanes Thomas 
Staynes Thomas 
Stitch Helen 
Stitch Katherine 
Stitch Thomas 
Stitch William 
Thorne William 


PLACE 


Chelmsford 
Great Hallingbury 
Mountnezing 
Faulkborne 
Stanford Rivers 
Writtle 
Downham 

Hutton 

Hutton 
Thundersley 
Hutton 
Brentwood 
Springfield 
south Ockendon 
south Ockendon 


Stanford Rivers 
Great Hallingbury 
Barking 

Quendon 

Stanford Rivers 
Bardfield 


Bardfield 


Bardfield 


Witham 
Witham 
Witham 
St. Osyth 
Bulmer 
Bulmer 
Moulsham 
Moulsham 
Barking 
Barking 
Barking 
Barking 
West Horndon 
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cordwainer 
widow 
spinster 
spinster 
yeoman 
armiger 
widow 


wife of Thomas yeoman 


yeoman 
spinster 
spinster 

widow 
cordwainer 
yeoman 

wife of Benedict 
yeoman 

labourer 

widow 

spinster 
spinster 
spinster 

wife of George 
yeoman 

wife of John yeoman 
wife of William 
yeoman 
gentleman 
gentleman 
spinster 
yeoman 

spinster 
spinster 
cordwainer 
cordwainer 
spinster 
spinster 
gentleman 
gentleman 
yeoman 


NAME 


Thurgood Joan 
Thurgood William 
Thurgood Peter 
Topson Elizabeth 
Topson John 
Topson Margaret 
Trapps Anne 
Turner Mary 
Turner Robert 
Underwood John 
Underwood William 
Vivion Ellen 
Vivion John 
Vivion Katherine 
Vivion Margaret 
Wardall Anne 
Wartham Edith 
Wartham Thomas 
Watts Agnes 
Waylett Magdalen 
Waylett Thomas 
Weaver Jane 
Welland Leonard 
Wharton Mary 
Wheeler Jane 
Wheeler John 
Wheelwright John 
White Elizabeth 
White Frances 
White John 
White Mary 

White Mary 

White Richard 
Whitebread Henry 
Wilcock Henry 
Willford Henry 
Wilson Anne 
Wilson Francis 
Winterflood John 
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Quendon 
Quendon 
Birchanger 
Faulkborne 
Faulkborne 
Faulkborne 
Stanford Rivers 
Walden 
Walden 
Chipping Ongar 
White Notley 
Navestock 
Navestock 
Navestock 
Navestock 
South Weald 
Hutton 
Hutton 

White Notley 
Waiden 
Walden 

South Weald 
Barking 
Mountnazing 
South Weald 
Moulsham 
Moulsham 
Mountnazing 
Hutton 
Mountnazing 
Brentwood 
Hutton 
Hutton 

White Notley 
Hutton 
Quendon 
Ingatestone 
Ingatestone 
Little Sampford 


ee 


OCCUPATION 


spinster 

yeoman 

yeoman 

wife of Nicholas yeoman 
gentleman 

spinster 

spinster 

wife of Robert gent 
gentleman 

yeoman 

yeoman 

spinster 

yeoman 

wife of John yeoman 
spinster 

widow 

wife of Thomas yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of Thomas yeoman 
wife of Thomas yeoman 
yeoman 

wife of William husbandman 
gentleman 

widow 

widow 

petty chapman 

chapman 

wife of John gent 
spinster 

gentleman 

widow 

widow 

armiger 

gentleman 

labourer 

armiger 

wife of Francis yeoman 
yeoman 

yeoman 


NAME PLACH OCCUPATION 


Wiseman John Wimbish armiger 

Wood Anne Hutton wife of Joseph yeoman 
Wood Joseph Hutton yeoman : 
Woodward Fortune Hutton widow 

Wright Agnes White Notley widow 

Wright Thomas Bulmer yeoman 


MOTHER JOSEPH MARY CAMPBELL OSU., 
Ursuline Convent, Upton. 


ESSEX PAPISTS AND THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 1715-1788 


During a period of just over sixty years between 1714, on the 
accession of Geo I., and 1778 in the reign of Geo III., the 
official attitude to Catholics in this country showed a mark— 
ed change. This is clearly indicated in the legislation re- 
lating to oaths to be admitted to Catholics. The records of 
such oaths are contained in registers preserved at the Essex 
Record Office (refs Q/RRO/1/1.5a.Q/RRO/1/43.1.2. ) 


The earlier registers covering the period 1714/1725 (refs 
Q/RRO/1.1.5a.) were prepared on the passing of 1.Geo I.cl3. 
(1714) which prescribed oaths to be taken by the holders of 
offices and (inter alia) empowered two justices to tender 
oaths to any person suspected of being dangerous and dis-— 
affected. The refusal of such oaths was deemed (s.10) to be 
evidence of recusancy and could be so certified to the just-— 
ices at Quarter Sessions. The Act recites that it is ‘for 
the further security of His Majesty's person and government' 
and also 'for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince 
of Wales and his open and secret abettors'. The oaths were 
to be used as a weapon to discover who were Catholics and 
therefore, it was assumed, potential seditious and treasonable 
opponents of the regime. 
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The later registers (Q/RRO/1/43.1.2. ) covering the decade 
after 1778 refer to 18. Geo III.c.60(1778) as being to re- 
lieve Catholics from the penalties of 11 & 12.Will.III. c.4. 
(1698) being an Act 'for the further preventing. of the growth 
of Popery'. These later oaths were to enable Catholics to 
show that they had in fact no treasonable intentions and as a 
pledge of loyalty to the Crown. The old fears had not been’ 
entirely forgotten and the form of oath contained such matters 
as ‘I reject the opinion that princes excommunicated by Pope 
and Council may be deposed or murdered" and 'I reject..that 
it is lawful to murder any person under the pretence of their 
being heretics’ and 'I make this oath..without any mental re- 
servation..without any dispensation granted by the Pope.' 


Amongst those in the earlier period who either refused the 
oaths, or did not appear in answer to the summons to take them 
before the Justices, and were accordingly reported to the 
Quarter Sessions were the followings (Q/RRO/1/5a) 

Edward Husbands of Little Horkesly:(15.0ct.1715). He also 
registered his estates on 4th July 1717 in the Papists Estates 
Register (Q/RR4/1.45) with a proviso that he ‘was not admit- 
ting he was obliged to register'. He includes in his return 
of property the rectory of Little Horkesly which was at that 
time occupied by Mr. Grant a curate. He also appears in Canon 
Estcourt's ENGLISH CATHOLIC NON—JURORS as being the son of 
Araziah Husbands by Elizabeth daughter of John Fielder of 
Barrow Court, Southton and widow of Richard Knight of Chawton. 
Being first at Queens and then at Corpus Christi at Oxford he 
afterwards married Elizabeth daughter of Edmund Coleman of 
Ipswich by whom he had three sons and one daughters secondly 
he married Anne daughter of John Burroughs of Ipswich by whom 
he had issue Edward, James, Thomas, Roger, Anne, Mary and 
Sarah, of whom James afterwards became Vicar of Little Horkesly 
(Morants, Essex ii.235). Canon Estcourt took the view "that 
his Catholicity at this period appears doubtful but not a few 
pronounced Catholics at this time returned themselves as 'No 
Papists'."” 

John Rotherham of Chelmsford, 3rd April 1722. He is described 
as a Goldsmith. He also appears in the Papist Estates Reg- 
ister (Q/RRd.2.12.) as holding a copyhold farm at Baddow on 
14th Jan 1723. 


et 


As one might expect there are a number of people from Ingate- 
stone and Fryerning, perhaps tenants of the Petre family, who 
are recorded as either refusing the oaths or refusing to 
attend before the Justices (Q/RRO/1.1.5a). 

Ingatestones John Webster, John and Richard Jones; 
Fryernings Richard Fuller, Arthur Collins, Henry Bishopp, 
Martha and Mathias Keys; Thomas White, William Hadland, 
William Joslin. 204 


In the later registers (Q/RRO/43/2) appearing amongst those 
who have taken oaths of loyalty to the Crown are John Busby 
priest at Witham Place under the Rt. Hon. Lord Houston; John 
Aubert of Chelmsford priest officiating at the Roman Catholic 
Chapel at Stock. In the same Register are the signatures of 
the community of nuns at New Hall Chelmsford who also took 
oaths of loyalty: Charlotte and Ann Clifford, Blizabeth Gerard, 
Ann Herles, Ann Wright, Henrietta Fermor, Elizabeth Dennett; 
Margaret Dennett and Catherine Lawrenson. 


T. LAVELLE ESQ. 


THE NUMBER OF ESSEX PAPISTS IN 1767 


Nearly 200 years ago the secretary of Bishop Richard Terrick 
of London summarised the returns from the Essex parishes in 
the diocese and concluded that there were 719 Catholics in 

the county. He had compiled a paper book entitled "Papists, 
Bucks, Herts, Essex, Middx, exclusive of Outparishes London 

& West ", now in a box (FP 160) of "Papers Relating to Popery" 
in the possession of the Church Commissioners, Millbank. 

The number of Papists with their sexes, ages, occupations and 
time of residence were listed under 63 of the 407. Essex par-— 
ishes. 


An abstract was sent to the House of Lords (and may be seen 
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in its Library), for on 22 May 1767 a resolution was passed 
there “that an humble Address be presented to his Majesty that 
he will be graciously pleased to give directions to the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops to procure from their parochial Clergy... 

as correct and complete Lists as can be obtain'd of the Papists, 
or reputed Papists...distinguishing their Names (crossed out), 
Parishes, Sexes, Ages & Occupations, and how long they have 
been there resident; and that his Majesty will order such 

Lists to be laid before this House the first day of the next 
session of Parliament." 


On July 3rd, the day following the King's Speech ending the 
Session, the Earl Shelburne sent the King's commands to the 
two Archbishops. Some London parishes sent in their returns 
to Fulham Palace in July, but in those leisurely times the 
vicar of Braintree, who sent in one name on November 4th was 
not the last to move. Finally the number reported for the 
whole diocese was 12,320 and for England and Wales 67,916. 


It is interesting to note that in September 1773 Bishop 
Challoner writing to Propaganda in Rome estimated the number 
of Catholics in Essex as 650 and in London as 20,000. Returns 
of Papists in 1780 to the Bishop of London, and so to the 
House of Lords, give 839 Catholics in Essex, 13,379 in the 
diocese and contribute to a total of 69,376, which Bishop 
Porteus of Chester (and later of iadaas used as an argument 
in the House of Lords for not believing in "the dangerous 
increase in the number of Papists" which all previous Bishops 
of London for a hundred years had used as a cry of alarm. 


The Essex returns for 1767 have been transcribed. In most 
cases the names, though not asked for, are given. Males (54%) 
are more numerous than females, and only a quarter of the 
number are under 21. The largest group of Catholics are, as 
perhaps expected, at South Weald (61) West Horndon (56) 

Ingrave (32) Ingatestone (52) East Horndon (48) Witham (35) and 
Stock (30). A group of 15 boys, mostly from 9 to 11 years of 
age, is named by the rector of East Thorndon, but no school- 
master, perhaps because he was liable under the Act of 1700 

to life imprisonment. 


At West Ham there were 53 names, none under twenty, and 
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nearly all Irish labourers, often of some years residence. 

At Bast Ham there are "...some Irishmen who have no settle—- 
ment in my parish but come here occasionally to plant and dig 
up Potatoes and as soon as the potato season is over go to 
their proper Homes, as I suppose. And of those Irishmen, 
some are almost daily going out of the Parish and others com— 
ing into it, so that I fear a complete list of them is not to 
be obtained". The Rector of Wanstead reports, "We and all 
the parishes round us are very sadly plagued during Potatoe 
Time with an infinite number of Irish, all or most of which 
are supposed to be Papists. If any thing in future sho'd 
tend to settle these people, who at present are mere Itiner-— 
ants, you may depend on being informed of it". 


Unlike the last two, the vicar of Leyton does give a list 
of 53 "Irish Papists now residing in my parish. They are 
employed by farmers in cultivating potatoes. The same per— 
sons seldom continue long, yet a succession of very near the 
same numbers is constantly kept up. They have no place of 
worship in my parish, but are permitted as many as please, to 
hear Mass in a private chapel in the next parish. A priest 
comes regularly to confess them." 


Four "reputed" priests are named, at Kelvedon, South Weald 
(2) and Witham. The name of an 80 year old 'supposed' 
priest at Ingatestone is not given, and no mention is made 
of priests at East Thorndon, West Thorndon or Ingrave. 
Bishop Challoner reported six Essex priests in 1773. 


It would seem that in late penal times Essex, as it then 
contained no London suburbs, supported a very small but ten- 
acious recusant minority, with a floating population of 
Irishmen in the south-west, who wouldn't keep still enough 
to be counted. 


EDW. S. WORRALL, ESQ. 
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NOTES ON THE BAPTISMAL REGISTER OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPEL 
OF THORNDON PARK, NR. BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 


The Register is 16" x 63" containing 250 pages of which 90 
have been used. 


ds The Register appears to have been commenced in 1762 by 
Father Christopher Taylor. Father Taylor included at the 
beginning a memorandum giving the names of four children 
baptised at Sutton Place, Nr. Guildford in Surrey -— 1760 
and 1761. 


The entries are in a very clear hand but deteriorate a 
little in 1785 and after the entry of January 9th 1786 
is a note "To this date the Register was kept by the 
Rev. Christopher Taylor who was priest at Thorndon from 
1762 to 1786 and the Register is in his handwriting." 


When the book was started in 1762, thirty pages were left 
blank at the beginning and eighteen pages were left blank 
after the first baptismal entry. It would seem that 
Father Taylor intended to keep a section of the book for 
confirmations, the names of those being confirmed in 
1762, 1770 and 1784 having been entered on the next three 
pages. By the date of the next confirmation in 1796, 

the record of the three previous confirmations had been 
overtaken by entries of baptisms and from that date the 
details of those confirmed were included chronologically. 


1787 entries give the name of "John Emberson." 


1788 - 1791 entries are in a different hand and a 
darker ink but no name is given. 


1792 - 1795 entries are signed "J. Crosby." 
1796 -— 1814 entries are in a different hand but 
no name. 


All the above entries are in English. 
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1814 - Mays: entries start in Latin each signed 
"Tho. Percy" and continue to August, 1816. 


1817 — November to 1829 entries in English by 
"J.B. Aubert." 


1829 - 1848 entries in Latin by "John Sidden." 


1844 Several entries are headed "Grays, Little 
Thurrock, Herongate, Avely, Tilbury, Warley 
Barracks, Ingrave, East Horndon." 


1848 Includes one entry headed "Poor Irish 
Travellers" and three entries “Trish 
Harvesters." 


Father John Sidden on his arrival at Thorndon in 1829 
made a list in the blank pages which had been left by 
Father Christopher Taylor of the names of all the chil- 
dren who had been baptised from the commencement of the 
Register. This list was kept up-to-date until 1842 when 
it was discontinued. 


1849 - 1857 entries in Latin by "S.O'Carroll." 


The last entry is dated 30th April, 1857. 


An examination of the baptismal entries between 1759 
and 1791, the period of one generation, gives the names 
of 82 families and covers the baptism of 208 children. 
Half of the families lived in Ingrave and Herongate, 
the two parishes nearest to Thorndon. 


Detailss-— 
NO. OF DATES 
PLACE NAME CHILDREN OF BIRTH 
BILLERICAY Cubbard 1 1765 
Thompson 9 1767 - 1786 
Adams 9 1769 - 1785 
Threlfall 1 1774 
Mandar 2 LTtS = -2TTT 
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PLACE 


BRENTWOOD 


BURSTED (LITTLE ) 
BURSTED (GREAT ) 


CHILDERDITCH 


CRANHAM 


DOWNHAM 


DUNTON HILLS 


HRRONGATE 


HIGHWOOD 


HORNCHURCH 


HORNDON (EAST 
HORNDON (WEST 


INGATESTONE 


NAME 


Pudden 
Watson 
Wickwar 


Crowe 
Beadle 


Terman 
Shelley 
Browne 
sewell 
Boningham 
Butts 
Cruse 
Holder 
Wickwar 
Savage 
Freeman 
Young 
Wood 
Alder 
Clayton 


Pierce 


Connor 
Lawler 


Golding 
Walmesley 


Backhus 


- 39 - 


NO. OF 


CHILDREN 


NOs 


Nr KrowWe Pe \o 


fal 


DATES 
OF BIRTH 


1777 - 1782 
if 5 io 
1783 - 1789 


1769 
1784 - 1786 


1783 - 1785 
1764 
1776 - 1791 
1762 — 1708 
1767 
1770 - 1773 
P769..—-1783 
1763 
1770 — 1776 
1771 
1775 -— 1784 
1778 — 1762 
1781 
1782 
1753-17167 
1769 


1782 - 1791 
coe ee 


1790 - 1791 
1764 - 1774 
1759 


PLACE 


INGATESTONE 


cont'd 


INGRAVE 


NAME 


Turneage 
(furnidge) 
Bull 
Coverdale 
Fosset 


Cumbers, John 


Wood 
Bannister 
Petre 


Ayley, Henry 


Cumbers, 


Nicholas 


Barry 
Mandar 
Goslin 
Dixon 
Morgan 
Vinn 

Davy 
Fieldhouse 
Storey 
Rushbrooke 
Chevass 
Liddell 
Boggis 
Cooper 
Wakeman 
Judd 
Thornton 
Wood 
Philipson 
Clayton 
Shade 
King 
Ayley, Wm. 


(Son of Henry) 
Ayley, James 
(Son of Henry) 
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NO. OF 


CHILDREN 


2 


ae 
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3 


1 


DATES 


OF BIRTH 
Te Tsea 768 
1768 
1768 
1768 
1762 - 1764 
1763 — 1767 
1763 = 1772 
1763 - 1773 
1763 = 1781 
1764 = 37TI 
1765 - 1771 
1765 - 1775 
1766 — 1770 
1767 - 1774 
1768 
1769 
1769 - 1780 
LT(O-— 2772 
1770 - 1773 
1773 -— 1787 
1775 - 1780 
1776 
1776 - 1778 
1777 
1778 = 1782 
1780 
1761, = 1792 
1782 -— 1790 
1763-— 1786 
1783 - 1791 
1785551787 
1787 
1787-=-1790 
1788 


PLACE 


INGRAVE 
Cont'd 


PILGRIMS HATCH 
PITSEY 
RAYNHAM 


WRITTLE 


NAME OF PLACE 
NOT GIVEN:— 


NAME 


Himson 
Shippey 


Wood 
Alder 
Thomas 


Tarling 
Pearse 


Jocelin 
Mose 
Maltwood 
Wood 
Garrett 
Matthew 
Johnson 
Patrick 


Bradshaw 


Charnock 


3.  CONFIRMATIONS AT THORNDON 


2end August 1762 
16th August 1770 
8th June 1784 
9th Octoberl1796 
9th October1805 
2nd October1808 


NO. 
1 
1 
1 


4 


POH RP HHH PHY 


by Bishop Talbot 
by Bishop Talbot 
by Bishop Talbot 
by Bishop Talbot 


by Dr. Wm. Poynter 
by Dr. Wm. Poynter 


a £106 


OF DATES 


CHILDREN OF BIRTH 


1789 
1791 


1199 
1764 - 1770 
tii 


1763 
1763 


1764 
1769 
Litt 
LETT 
1778 
1778 
1781 
1787 
1787 - 1792 
1791 


Number 


CONFIRMATIONS AT THORNDON (Continued) 


Nunber 
8th August, 1819 by Dr. Wm. Poynter 19 
18th July, 1830 by Dr. Bramson 21 
13th July, 1834 by Dr. Bramson 16 
27th October, 1837 by Dr. Griffiths on 
9th October, 1843 by Dr. Griffiths ad 
13th October, 1846 by Dr. Griffiths 10 


(Thorndon congregation at St.Helens Chapel, Brentwood ) 


18th November, 1849 by Bishop Wiseman 20 at 
; Brentwood 
29th August, 1852 by Cardinal Wiseman fe ‘St 
Thorndon 


In several instances the name of the mother is not given. 


Details of the baptism were entered of several children 
of Henry Wakeman, Land Agent-to Lord Petre but in no 
instance was the name of the mother quoted although one 
would assume that she would be well-known to the Chap— 
lain. 


Nine chiidren were born to Anthony Thompson and his 
wife of Billericay between 1767 and 1786 and in no in— 
stance was the name of the mother given. (An Ann 
Thompson was confirmed in 1762 and the first child of 
Anthony is named Ann. ) 


In 1798, 1803, 1804, 1807, children were born to 
"Anthony and -- Thompson" of Billericay. This was pro-— 
bably Anthony, son of Anthony above, born 1771. Again 
the name of the mother is not given but in 1808 and 
1809 further children were baptised and the name of the 
mother is given as Sarah. 
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5 There are a few entries where children are "baptised 
without sponsors" but in several instances the Thorndon 
staff were called upon to act as sponsors; "Thomas the 
Porter at Thorndon" stood sponsor on several occasions. 
At one baptism, the sponsors were "Wm. Derbyshire, 
Carpenter at Thorndon and the Under Cook." 


6. There is an entry in the Register dated July 15, 1770 - 
"N.B. This was the lst Xstening in the new Chapel of 
New Thorndon." 


At the bottom of the page is a further note — "N.B. 
This was the first year of the family's inhabiting this 
new Mansion of Thorndon." 


Another entry "on the 16th August 1770 Bishop Talbot 
dedicated this Chapel to the honor of God, the V. Mary 
and S. Lawrence, after which he gave Confirmation to 
the following persons." -— 29 names follow. 


In 1856 after the baptismal entry of Hon. Eleanor Mary 
Petre is a note "N.B. The new organ was played the first 
time on this happy event. This infant was the first 
baptised at the new font, the first font erected in this 
Chapel" 


7. Father John Sidden made a note, probably about 1830, of 
the following Prayer Books used by the congregations— 


Garden of the Soul 6 
Daily Companion 14 
Daily Exercise for Children 12 
Following of Christ ES 
Spiritual Combat Pd 


8. From 1807 many Irish names appear - 
Flaherty, Donohue, Conolly, Brady, Dillon, ... 


a 


Mahon, Kelly, Shanahan, Murtagh, Duffy, 
McCabe, Malone, Caffey, Hallahan, Monaghan. 


Fifteen pages of the Register are embossed with the stamp 
showing that duty had been paid in accordance with the 
Acts of 1783 and,1765. 


The first, 1782 - 3, (23 George III) was "An Act for 
Granting to His Majesty a Stamp-duty on the Registry of 
Burials, Marriages, Births and Christenings." 


Extracts of which read — 


" eeeeupon the Entry of any Burial, Marriage, Birth or 
Christening, in the Register of any Parish, Precinct or 
Place in Great Britain, a Stamp-duty of three Pence...." 


",.eeeturther enacted that every Parson...-who shall, 
from and after the fifth day of October, 1783, enter any 
burial, etc... in the Register...before the Parchment, 
Vellum or Paper on which the entry of such register 
shall be made, shall have been duly stamped, ...shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit the sum of five pounds." 


VIti- “..«sthe Provisions of this Act. ....¢hakt exon 
to the People called Quakers...." 


TX ",.eallowance to every Parson ..- aS a recompense 
for his Trouble in accounting for the same at and after 
the rate of two shillings in the Pound......" 


This Act was amended in 1785 (25 GeorgeIII) 


",.e.wnereas it is expedient to extend the Provisions of 
the said Act to all his Majesty's Protestant Subjects 
dissenting from the Church of England.....from and after 
the first Day of October 1785, the Provisions of the 

said Act,.....shall extend to all his Majesty's Protestan 
Subjects dissenting from the Church of England and that 
the Registers of Births, Burials and Christenings of 

such of them as use Infant Baptism, now kept, or here- 
after to be kept by them.....shall be subject and liable 
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to the Stamp Duties by the said recited Act....." 
The Act was repealed in 1794 (34 George IIT) 


"An Act for repealing the Duties on the Registry of 
Burials, Births, Marriages and Christenings." 


The Act is recited and "the Duties thereby imposed to 
cease October 1, 1794..." 


The Thorndon Register is stamped as followss-— 
October 1783 - 1792 8 pages each stamped 8 times 
1792 - 1793 1 page stamped 7 times 


1793 - 1798 6 pages each stamped 6 times 


Four pre-stamped pages had not been used when the Act 
was repealed in 1794 and these were not filled in until 


1798. 


P. F, COVERDALE ES@ 
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